PROCEEDINGS OF THE RED LAKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
May 26, 2026
Pursuant to adjournment of its last meeting, the Red Lake County Board of Commissioners duly met in regular session at the Courthouse in Red Lake Falls, MN on May 26, 2026 at 10:00 am.
 
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Eric Mickelson called the meeting to order. Commissioners present: Al Remick, Chuck Flage, Tony Gerardy, Andy Moran and Eric Mickelson. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Commissioner Moran moved, seconded by Commissioner Remick and carried unanimously to approve the agenda. 

FINAL SOLAR ENERGY ORDINANCE
The board reviewed a Final Ordinance establishing regulations for the development of solar energy systems for approval. The ordinance establishes standards and regulations governing the siting, construction, operation, and decommission of solar energy systems within Red Lake County. Commissioner Gerardy motioned to approve the ordinance with Flage offering a second. A printed copy of the ordinance is available for inspection by any person during regular office hours at the office of the county auditor.

AMENDED CANNABIS ORDINANCE
The board reviewed the Amended Ordinance to update existing county regulations concerning the use, distribution, and related activities involving cannabis and cannabis-derived products in accordance with applicable state law. Commissioner Remick offered a motion of approval with Flage offering a second. A printed copy of the ordinance is available for inspection by any person during regular office hours at the office of the county auditor.

SOIL EROSION ORDINANCE
The board reviewed the Soil Loss Ordinance which provides measures for the control of soil erosion and sedimentation, establishing requirements and enforcement mechanisms to protect land and water resources within the county. Commissioner Flage motioned to approve the Soil Erosion Ordinance with Moran offering a second. A printed copy of the ordinance is available for inspection by any person during regular office hours at the office of the county auditor.

ATTORNEY RESIGNATION
County Attorney Tanner Holten informed the board that he has submitted his 90-day resignation and explained that since the departure of Assistant County Attorney Michael Studer several years ago, he and one other partner have absorbed the additional workload. Holten stated that Red Lake County would benefit from a closer to full-time County Attorney position in order to better address policies, ordinance drafting, and timely legal matters. He indicated that he has spoken with several attorneys who may be interested in applying for the position once it is posted, although none currently reside in Red Lake County. Holten advised the Board to begin the hiring process sooner rather than later due to upcoming elections and attorney availability. He also stated he is willing to assist beyond the proposed 90-day transition period if necessary. The Board thanked Holten for his service and assistance with the County.

MINUTES
Commissioner Remick moved, seconded by Commissioner Moran, and carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the meeting on May 12, 2026. 

EXPENDITURES
Commissioner Moran moved, seconded by Commissioner Flage, and carried unanimously to approve the following expenditures for the period:

Vendor						Amount
M & R Signs Co Inc				$  3,896.75
Polk County Highway Department		$10,000.00
Truenorth Steel, Inc.				$19,450.00					
11 Payments less than $2000			$  7,340.43   
TOTAL					$40,687.18

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Remick – Northwest Regional Emergency Radio Board, Red Lake County Affordable Housing
Flage – Minnesota Rural Counties, Pennington & Red Lake Public Health & Home Care
Gerardy – Household Hazardous Waste
Moran – None
Mickelson – NW MN Multi-County HRA, Inter-County Community Council 

AUDITOR ANNOUNCEMENTS
Auditor Kelsey Gervais informed the board that a Joint County Ditch meeting with Polk County will be held on June 15, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. in the Commissioner’s Boardroom to discuss illegal drainage issues on JCD66 and drainage concerns on JCD60. Gervais also informed the board that the bonding bill passed; however, neither the Nine County Work Group nor the County Courthouse ventilation and cooling system project were included in the bill.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Commissioner Flage, seconded by Commissioner Gerardy, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:36 a.m. The next regular meeting of the board is scheduled for Tuesday, June 9th, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.
 
Attest:													
	Kelsey Gervais, County Auditor			Eric Mickelson, Chairman
							Board of Commissioner
